ANA I: 

Monday August 7th…I don’t want to be here! I only come because my mother practically drags me out of bed and into the car and into the factory. She pounds on the…No (She scratches “knocks.”) She pounds on the garage wall, and since I think it’s an earthquake, I run out. Then she catches me and I become her prisoner…Is it selfish of me not to want to wake up every morning at 6:30am, Saturdays included, to come work here for 267 dollars a week? Oh, but such is the life of a Latina in the garment industry. Cheap labor…I’ve been trying to hint to my sister for a raise, but she says I don’t work fast enough for her to pay me minimum wage…The weeks get longer and I can’t believe I’ve ended up here. I just graduated from high school…Most of my friends are in college…It’s as if I’m going backwards. I’m doing the work that mostly illegal aliens do…(Scratches “illegal aliens.”) No, undocumented workers…or else it sounds like these people come from Mars…Soon I will have my temporary residency card, then after two years, my “Green Card”…I’m happy to finally be legal, but I thought things would be different…what I really want to do is write.

ANA II:
I always took their work for granted, to be simple and unimportant. I was not proud to be working there at the beginning. I was only glad to know that because I was educated, I wasn’t going to end up like them. I was going to be better than them. And I wanted to show them how much smarter and liberated I was. I was going to teach them about the women’s liberation movement, about sexual liberation and all the things a so-called educated American woman knows. But in their subtle ways they taught me about resistance. About a battle no one was fighting for them but themselves. About the loneliness of being immigrant women in a country that looks down on us for being mothers and submissive women. With their work that seems simple and unimportant, they are fighting… Perhaps the greatest thing I learned from them is that women are powerful, especially when working together. 
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